




2007, a productive year for European  
collaborative initiatives

• the HyICE (Hydrogen Internal Combustion 
Engine) project resulted in tests that demons-
trated similar levels of performance as current 
diesel engines, but without the associated  
pollution. Funded by the European Commission 
as part of FP6, this project, coordinated  
by BMW, involved ten European partners  
and lasted three years;
• IFP has also been committed to the establis-
hment of new European structures as one of a 
group of research centers working alongside 
industry to create public-private partnerships 
in the hydrogen sector. This partnership will be 
co-financed by the European Commission and 
industry.

In addition, IFP is pursuing a policy of bilateral 
partnerships with European research centers 
working on New Energy Technologies (NET). 
For example, on November 12, 2007, a memo-
randum of understanding was signed with TNO, 
the Dutch research institute, covering research 
in the fields CO2 capture and storage and hy-
brid vehicles, in particular.

International partnerships
Once again, in 2007, international partners 
turned to IFP for sustainable technological 
solutions to the growing global demand for 
energy, maintaining the momentum established 
in 2006. 

A few of the highlights in 2007 were:  
- a strengthening of relations with our strate-
gic partners in the Middle East (Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates, Qatar) and the Mediter-
ranean basin (Algeria and Libya) together with 
a determination to ensure the durability of 
these relations;
- an increase in the number of cooperation 
agreements relating to the development of 
energy-related technologies.

In the field of R&D, there was a specific focus 
on countries in which there is significant  
potential for developing cooperative par-
tnerships across all IFP’s businesses: China, 
India, Malaysia and Mexico. On October 23, 
the framework cooperative agreement between 
IFP and Petrobas was extended for a period of 
five years, thereby reinforcing the partnership 
with Brazil. The agreement has already led  
to several concrete collaborative projects,  
including IFP’s involvement in the Bahia CO2 
capture and storage project in the Reconcavo 
basin in Brazil.

IFP has also been involved in setting up various 
degree and continuing professional training 
programs, necessary to developing the indus-
trial and university sectors in countries such 
as Venezuela, Libya and Malaysia. On June 22, 
2007, IFP signed a protocol agreement with 
the new King Abdullah University of Science 
and Technology (KAUST) in Saudi Arabia  
defining their collaboration in international 

research, higher education and technological 
development programs.

Finally, IFP organized the annual Carbon  
Sequestration Leadership Forum’s conference, 
held in Paris from March 25 to 28, 2007. The 
CSLF is an American Department of Energy 
initiative open to international cooperation for 
R&D in the fields of CO2 capture, transport and 
storage. IFP and the CEA represent France wi-
thin the CSLF.
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